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By Rusty Signor, President, Pile Driving Contractors Association

P

DCA has a tradition of the incoming President letting everyone
know a little bit of their background. I thought it would be more interesting to tell about my construction company’s history rather than my college life,
so here it goes.
My first residential foundation piling project was in the late-1980s. We
were driving piles on a dock next to an
expensive waterfront subdivision on Lake
Austin in Texas. The house was planning
to use drilled piers for its foundation. The
drilling was in progress when the Property
Owner’s Association shut the job down,
as the dump trucks hauling off the alluvial spoils (I say the geotechnical term
is “baby poop”) were squirting the mess
out of the cracks in their tailgates. This
was before the city had an environmental
department, so you can only imagine the
mess that was made. The builder asked if
we could have our crane come ashore and
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drive pilings on land. I told him as long as
he didn’t tell the crane it was going to drive
piles on land, it was fine – a little sarcasm
for an old contracting friend. So we came
ashore and drove piles on that home, and
then, later, the majority of homes in that
subdivision.
This was a nice niche for our company to add to home construction, recreational facilities, water parks and marine
construction. For over a decade, we only
had a piling job every few months. These
piling jobs were strictly on the edge of
Lake Austin and were designed by a couple of engineers who had driven pile experience from the Gulf Coast. None of the
geotechs ever specified piles, and the vast
majority of engineers would never include
driven piles in their plans unless they were
specifically included in the geotechnical
report (which some engineers honored as
biblical, or that’s how they justified making no suggestions on value engineering).

